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French back to the lie de France. A fortnight after Henry IIFs landing
at Boyan, the tvro inquisitors who had just arrived at Avignonet1 to
try heretics were assassinated with their suite. It seemed as though
the whole of the Midi was about to revolt. Raymond VII seized Nar-
bonne and Beziers. But Louis IX's victory at Saintes demoralised the
Southerners. Abandoned by the Count of Foix, and threatened by a new
crusade which would deprive him of his possessions, on 20 October 1242
Raymond VII sent suppliant letters to Louis IX and Blanche. Soon after
he obtained peace, in return for a promise to observe the treaty of Paris
and to destroy heresy within his dominions. The remaining strongholds,
which served as habitual refuges for the heretics, very soon fell. The
provincial nobles were decimated and ruined, and heresy, which de-
pended on them, gradually disappeared.

The disturbances whose history we have just summarised, marked alike
the close of the Albigensian resistance and the end of the dangers which
had threatened the monarchy ever since the coalition of Bouvines. Hence-
forward Louis IX could devote himself to the salvation of his soul and
the good government of his kingdom.

The dominant pre-occupation in StLouis' mind was to lead men heaven-
ward in his company. Therefore the Christian education of his subjects
in every rank of life was his chief interest. Every evening, at bed-time,
he personally gave religious instruction to his children. He wrote for
their use with his own hand the Enseignements^ which are chiefly pious
precepts. Vincent of Beauvais, the famous author of the Speculum, tells
us that St Louis charged him to give moral and religious instruction to
"princes, knights, counsellors, ministers and others, who were resident at
court or administering public affairs elsewhere.113 The king liked to
arrange sermons for the edification of his barons, for the common people,
or even for the clergy. He considered that there were never enough
houses dedicated to prayer. "And so," says Joinville, "even as the writer
who has written a book illuminates it with gold and azure, the said king
illuminated his kingdom with beautiful abbeys." One of the most perfect
gems of Gothic art, the Sainte Chapelle in Paris, was built at his order
(1246-8) to provide a worthy abode for the relics of the Passion,
which he purchased from the needy Emperor Baldwin. What may be
termed the social policy of St Louis was definitely religious in character.
When he founded in Paris the famous lay congregation of the Quinze-

1 A 50w0 situated near Villefranche in Lauraguais, about thirty miles from
Toulouse.

*  On these remarkable documents, see H. R Delaborde, U texte primitif de* En-
teignemente de St Loui* d son fib, BEC, 1912, and the bibliography given by A. Molinier,
No. 2657.

*  Quetif and iSchard, Scriffore* ordinU praedicatorum, Vol. i, 1719, p. 213.